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By Ken Ringle
Waskington Fou Siafl Wler

A federal district judge in Norfolk yes-
terday awarded a group of high-tech
Ohio treasure hunters full title to the
richest shipwreck in the nation's history,
slapping down in the process a gold grab
atlempt by 38 insurance companies, Co-
lumbia University and the administration
of New York Gov. Mario Cuomo,

In a legal opinion that charts new ter-
ritery in the burgeoning field of deep-
occan exploration and recovery, Judge
Richard B. Kellam said any conceivable
prior claim to the more than $400 million
in gold aboard the S5 Central America
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The Law of Finders-Keepers

Court Grants Deep-Sea Salvors Rights to Treasure

was clearly abandoned in the 132 years
since the steamer sank in a hurricane
while ferrying bullion and prospectors
from the California gold rush.

“We're pretty happy,” said Richard
Robal, attarney for the Columbus Ameri-
ca Discovery Group, which three years
ago found the long-lost ship 160 miles off
the South-Carolina coast and 1% miles
beneath the surface. “This means every
child's dream of finding a treasure ship is
not only a human dream but a Jegal one
as well”

The Discovery group, a low-prolile,
high-technology effort financed primarily
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| 2016 State Unmanned Systems Legislation
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Click here for more interactive graphics on this year's state legislation on unmanned systems.
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States with Enacted Autonomous Vehicle Legislation
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