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Hasan Abbas

Mr. Hasan ABBAS serves as Deputy Director in the Arms Control, Disarmament and
International Security (ACDIS) Division at Pakistan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, with a portfolio
spanning arms control, disarmament, outer space governance, and emerging
technologies. He previously served at Pakistan's Permanent Mission in Vienna, covering the
IAEA, UNOOSA, UNODC, UNIDO and UNCITRAL. He co-chairs the Action Team on Lunar
Activities Consultations (ATLAC), and served as Second Vice-Chair and Rapporteur of the 67th
session of COPUOS. Between 2023 and 2025, he coordinated the G-77 and China Task Force
on Outer Space Affairs. He holds a Master's Degree in International Relations and Diplomacy,
focusing on Outer Space governance and policy.

Almudena Azcarate Ortega (Secure World Foundation)

Dr. Almudena Azcarate Ortega leads Space Law and Regulation work at Secure World
Foundation as a Senior Program Analyst. She has a decade of experience working in
international law, primarily focused on outer space issues.
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Prior to joining SWF, Dr. Azcarate Ortega was the lead Space Security Researcher at the United
Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR), where she was in charge of leading the
design and implementation of the Institute’s research projects and strategies on space issues.
She has published widely, briefed UN Member States on the topics of space law and policy,
and has presented her research in multiple fora. She has led UNIDIR'’s participation in several
multilateral processes related to outer space matters. She currently retains an affiliation to
UNIDIR as a Fellow.

Dr. Azcarate Ortega is also an Academic Fellow with the Center on National Security at
Georgetown University. She is licensed to practice law in Spain, and prior to joining UNIDIR, she
worked as a lawyer focused on high-stakes international litigation and arbitration for one of
Spain’s top law firms, Uria Menéndez.

Dr. Azcarate Ortega holds a doctorate in Space Security Law from Georgetown University,
focused on the distinction between dual-use and dual-purpose space systems. She also holds
an LL.M. in National Security Law from the same institution, where she was awarded
Georgetown’s Thomas Bradbury Chetwood, S.J. Prize for the most distinguished academic
performance in the programme. She holds a dual Masters degree in Legal Practice and
Corporate Law from the University of Navarra, Spain, and received her LL.B. from the same
institution.

Ulpia Botezatu (UN COPUOS - Action Team on Lunar Activities Consultation (ATLAC) /
Romanian Space Agency)

Ulpia-Elena Botezatu is Co-Chair of the Action Team on Lunar Activities Consultation (ATLAC)
and Past Chair (2024-2026) of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee of the United
Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. She serves as Space Policy Officer
at the Romanian Space Agency (ROSA).

Her work focuses on the intersection of science, law, and diplomacy in outer space
governance, with particular emphasis on lunar activities and the protection of space as critical
infrastructure.



