European Private International Law

Course Description

The seminar focuses on the law of the European Union regulating international jurisdiction and recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil and commercial matters (the Brussels I Regulation). Furthermore, the rules determining the law applicable to international contracts and torts will be examined (the Rome I and II Regulations and the Rome Convention). 

The Brussels I Regulation provides rules on jurisdiction of the courts of the Member States of the Union and on recognition and enforcement of judgments rendered by such courts. In this way, Brussels I establish the principle of free movement of judgments in Europe. The Rome I Regulation and the Rome Convention give uniform choice of law rules on the law applicable to contracts, and they are important supplementary instruments to the Brussels I Regulation in contractual disputes. The Court of Justice of the European Communities is empowered to give rulings on the interpretation of the Brussels I Regulation, the Rome I Regulation and the Rome Convention.

In the seminars lectures and the case method will be used. The most important rulings of the Court of Justice will be examined and discussed. Mock exercises, such as working party negotiations, will also be arranged in order to give a realistic picture of the EU legislative process.
The seminars will be of special interest to those who aim at a career as counsels in international law firms or as in-house lawyers for international businesses in Europe. However, students aiming at a career as civil servants in the European institutions or in the Member States will also find the seminar of interest considering the EU powers in this field of law. 
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